
Diocese of Allentown 
CYO Declamation Ballot 

 
Contestant Code_________________   Round _________   Date_______________________ 
 
Speech Title_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Judge Code___________________   Room #_________   Speech Time _____ min. _____ sec. 
 
Explanation of Scoring: 5: Poor   6: Fair   7: Average   8: Good   
 9: Excellent 10: Exceptional 
 
The contestants in the Declamation contest are 7th and 8th grade student, not adults, and should 
be judged accordingly. Most contestants will earn scores in the 6’s and 8’s. Only the students 
who forget the speech or display some blatant problem should be scored below that. A score of 
10 should be reserved for obviously gifted speakers showing superlative talent. Please avoid 
going to extremes when judging these student contestants. The speech should take 4 to 7 
minutes to deliver. One point will be deducted for every 30 seconds under 4 minutes or over 7
minutes.

CATEGORY SCORE COMMENTS 

Pronunciation and 
Enunciation of Words 

5   6   7   8   9   10 

Voice Projection and  
Control of Delivery 

5   6   7   8   9   10 

Faithfulness of Memory 5   6   7   8   9   10 

Use of Coordination of 
Gestures;  
Poise While Speaking 

5   6   7   8   9   10 

Communication of Meaning 
and Ability to Affect Audience 

5   6   7   8   9   10 

Overall Impression;  
Total Effectiveness 

5   6   7   8   9   10 

Time: 4 — 7 minutes 5   6   7   8   9   10 

TOTAL SCORE  

Please Note: The contestant must be able to arouse interest in the subject of his or her speech without 
being overly dramatic. This is a public speaking contest not a dramatic presentation. The contestant must 
be able to make the audience feel so thoroughly the vital message that they are inclined to forget this is a 
contest. The test of the speaker; therefore, is the ability to reproduce not only the words, but also the 
thoughts, emotions, and effect of the original orator. No particular style of delivery should be expected; 
rather, the speaker should be free to develop his or her own style and then judged accordingly to the 
degree of perfection attained — his or her effectiveness in influencing the audience. 
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